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The term public school has two distinct meanings:

•
In the USA, elementary or secondary school supported and administered by state and local officials. 

•
In England, Wales, Northern Ireland and some other English-speaking commonwealth countries, a private or 'independent', fee-paying school, generally not coeducational. 

In some countries, a public school is financed and operated by an agency of government which does not charge tuition fees; instead, financing is obtained through taxes or other government-collected revenues. This is in contrast to a private school (also known as an independent school). Here, the word "public" is used in the same sense as in "public library", that is, provided for the public at public expense. These public schools range in classes from kindergarten to four years of high school or secondary school, normally taking pupils up to the age of seventeen or eighteen.

In some countries, including England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, public schools are independent schools and are generally open to any fee-paying member of the public, irrespective of religion, citizenship, etc., subject to the entrance requirements they may have.

