Unit 1 Tales of the unexplained


Period One Welcome to the Unit

Teaching aims: 

1. Get students to conduct a free discussion about some mysterious and unexplained phenomena in the world. 

2. Encourage the students to make full use of resources and share their imaginative ideas with each other.

Important points & difficult points:

1. Students are expected to describe what they have known about the posters and what they are eager to know about it.

2. Encourage students to communicate with classmates.

Teaching procedures:

Step 1. Leading-in 

1. Group discussion: In your opinion, what is the most beautiful things one can experience?        Why?
2. About Elbert Einstein:

What have you known about Elbert Einstein? Why was he so great? … 
Introduce his saying about mysteries and lead to the topic of this unit.
Step 2. Photo observation

1. Why is the Mona Lisa Smiling? Is the Mona Lisa just the painter himself?
2. On seeing this photo, how are you feeling? Why?  (Revision of the related vocabulary about the emotion.)

3. What has drawn your attention? ( Train students to observe the photo and describe it in their own words.)

Step 3. Posters
1. about UFOs: What do the letters UFO stand for?

Are they really from another planet? Why?

Read out more information about it. 

2. about Yetis: Himalayas---the highest mountain range in the world;

             Why do some people make great efforts to climb them?

Yeti---Abominable Snowman, half-man and half-beast.

3. about Lock Ness Monster: Where is Lock Ness? Why is it famous for?

             What does the Loch Ness Monster look like? A sunken ship?
 A kind of dinosaur? 

4. about Stonehenge: introduce some information about Stonehenge to students.

5. about pyramids: Where were these pyramids built, on the east coast of the Nile or on the west coast? What are the reasons? 

                Do you think the Great Pyramid is a wonder in human history?

                One of them: the Sphinx---Half human, half lion, the Sphinx is 240 feet long and 66 feet high. 

                (If time permits, introduce more information about pyramids that we have known about them, such as how wide, how tall and how heavy and do some quizzes.) 

Step 4. Group discussion: 

1. Do you believe in unexplained things mentioned above? Why or why not?
2. If you saw a UFO or a monster some day, what would you do? 

Step 5. Language points

1. advanced (adj.);    advance (v.)

2. run into

3. translation of some phrases

Step 6. Homework

1. Surf the net and learn more about world mysteries. Prepare a short speech (better in Powerpoint) to introduce something that interests you.

2. Make a scale model of the Great Pyramid under the following guidelines and bring it to the class. 

Period Two Present perfect tense
Teaching aim:

To give a brief introduction to the present perfect tense

Teaching procedures:

1. Go over the news story on Page 2 and find the sentences using the present perfect tense.

Please explain why the tense is used in these sentences.

2. The form of the present perfect tense

3. Talk about the uses of the present perfect tense

A. We use the present perfect tense to talk about things that happened in the recent past, but are connected to the present.

The disappearance of Justin has made Kelly very unhappy. 

B. We also use the present perfect tense to talk about something that started in the past, and is still happening now.

I have not seen Justin since last Friday night.

C. We use the present perfect tense when the exact time of an action is not clear or important. We use it with time expressions such as:

   already   ever   for  just   lately  never  recently  since   yet 

We use already for affirmative statements and yet for negative statements.

We use for + a period of time and since + a point in time. 

D. We use the present perfect tense to talk about actions that were completed only a short time ago. In this case, just is used. Pay attention to the position of just.

He has just gone out.(=He went out a few minutes ago.)

We use the present perfect tense here to tell others that he isn’t here now. 

I have just heard the news.(Now I know the news.)

E. We can also use the present perfect tense for repeated actions, that is, we use the present perfect tense with the time expressions once/twice/three times…

F. Actions occurring in an incomplete period might be indicated by today or this morning /afternoon/evening/week/month/year/century or all day/night/week, all the time, always etc.

Tom has rung up three times this morning.(Now it is still in the morning.)

Tom rang up three times this morning.(Now it is not still in the morning.)
Complete the following sentences with the proper tense.

  A. We have studied (study) English for about five years.

  B. They have lived (live) in the south since their daughter was born.

  C. I have read (read) your article three times. It’s well written.

  D. The student has finished (finish) her homework already.

  E. Eric has gone (go) back to his hometown today.

  F. The police have just finished (finish) searching the area.

Compare the simple past tense and the present perfect tense

 Look at the following sentences and point out what tense or tenses are used in them and the reasons why they are used. 

 A. We have studied English for about five years. We began to study it five years ago .

 B. They moved to the south in 1990 and have lived there since then.

C. Eric left home last year and has just come back.

 E. Justin has been away from home for several days. He disappeared last Friday.

 F. They bought this house three years ago and they have lived here since then.

 G. my brother went to see my grandpa last week. He has visited him three times this month.

Complete the following sentences:

  A. ‘Have you seen my pen?’ ‘Yes, I saw it on your desk just now.’

  B. ‘Have you had dinner?’ ‘Yes, I had it with Mary.’

  C. Has the postman come yet/this morning?

  D. Did the postman come this morning?

  E. I have known him for a long time.

  F. Hello! I didn’t know you were here in Nanjing. How long have you been here?
Notes:

1. The present perfect tense is normally used for an action which lasts throughout an incomplete period, but with the past simple tense, we use time expressions which a fixed point in the past.

c.f.

 We haven’t seen Justin for a week. (He is still missing.)

 Justin disappeared last week. (It may mean that this week Justin is here.)

 He has smoked since he left school. (He still smokes.)

 He smoked for six months. (It means that he stopped smoking then. 
2. Sometimes, however, the action finishes at the time of speaking.

It has been very cold lately but it’s just beginning to get warmer.
3. On meeting someone, you may say: I haven’t seen you for ages. (But I see you now.)

4. For a past action whose time is not definite and often has a result in the present.

Tom has had a bad car crash. (He’s probably still in hospital now.)

Tom had a bad car crash. (But he’s probably out of hospital now.)

The lift has broken down. (We have to use the stairs.)

The lift broke down. ( But it’s probably working again now.)
5. Read the diary entry and then complete it using the correct forms of the verbs in brackets.

Answers: 2. saw  3. has visited 4. loves  5. hasn’t visited  6. has swum  7. has never met  8. has dived  9. has found   10. hasn’t found   11. Has, been 

6. Assignment

Period Three  Present perfect continuous tense 

Teaching aim:
To give a brief introduction to the present perfect continuous tense 

Teaching procedures:
1. Go over the news story on Page 2 and find the sentences using the present perfect continuous tense.

  Please explain why the tense is used in these sentences.

2. The form of the present perfect continuous tense

3. Talk about the uses of the present perfect continuous tense

We sometimes use the Present perfect continuous tense 

to talk about actions that started in the past and are still continuing, or have just finished but are still connected to the present in some way.

A. I’ve been waiting for an hour and he still hasn’t turned up.

B. I’m so sorry I’m late. Have you been waiting long?

Go over Points 1 and 2 on page 9.

4 Exercises on page 9 

Answers: 2. have been talking  3. have been taking   4. have been watching  

          5. have seen      6. have been writing 
5. Compare the present perfect and the present perfect continuous tense

Li Jia has read a book about Stonehenge.

Li Jia has been reading a book about Stonehenge.

In the first sentence, it means the action read isn’t still continuing, and Li Jia knows what the book is about now, but in the second sentence , it means the action read is still continuing.

c.f. I’ve cleaned the house.

   I’ve been cleaning the house.

Read Point 1 on page 10.

Notes:

1. I have visited Egypt twice this month.

I have been touring Egypt for two months. 

The present perfect continuous tense can’t be used with time expressions such as twice or how many times, because in this tense the action is continuous, not stopped and started again.

We can use the present perfect tense for repeated actions, and the present perfect continuous tense for non-stop actions.
2. How many times have you swum in the lake?

How long have you been swimming in the lake?

We usually use the present perfect tense to ask questions beginning with how many/much, and the present perfect continuous tense to ask questions beginning with how long.

3. I’ve never visited Paris.

  I’ve already been to Paris.

always, never, yet, already and ever can’t be used in a continuous tense.

4. I have not been sleeping well since I returned home.

  I’ve been waiting for an hour.

We can use for and since with the the present perfect continuous tense.

5. Both present perfect tense and present perfect continuous tense
An action which began in the past and is still continuing or has only just finished can, with certain verbs, be expressed by either the present perfect or present perfect continuous. Verbs which can be used in this way include expect, hope, learn, lie, live, sleep, sit, study, wait, want, rain, etc. 

How long have you learnt English? Or 

How long have you been learning English?

It has snowed for a long time.

It has been snowing for a long time.
6. A state verb or an action verb  

I have had this camera for five years.(state verb)

 I have taken photos of UFOs with this camera.(action verb)

 I have been taking photos of UFOs with this camera.(action verb)
An action means something happening or changing. A state means something staying the same. Some examples of action verbs are do, go, and play. Some examples of state verbs are like, know and exist.

A state verb doesn’t mean an action, so it can’t be used in a continuous tense. 

They’ve always had a big garden.

How long have you known each other?

He’s been in hospital since his accident.
7. Exercises on page 11:

Answers on page 11: 

A 1.heard  2. been doing  3. been researching  4. been doing  5. started  6. done   
7. read  8. found  9. started  (10) been doing  (11) been making 

Sample answers

B 1. He has been waiting at an underground station.

  2. They have been traveling in an UFO. It looks like a saucer.

  3. They probably have talked to animals or plants on the earth as well as creatures on other plants.

  4 They have visited Mars, Venus, Jupiter and some other planets.

8. Assignment

Period Four Word power

 
Teaching Procedures:
Step 1. Greetings
Step 2. Brainstorming
Ask students to think about the questions.
Questions:
1. Do you know him?
2. When did space exploration begin in the world?
3. When did the first man land on the moon? And how?
4. When was the first manned spaceship launched in China?
5. Are you interested in making discoveries in space?
A scientist is making a speech to a group of students of high school students.

Ask students to read the speech. Tell them to try to guess the meanings of some new words.
Step 3. Vocabulary learning 
Ask students to guess the meanings of the unknown words from the context.
Space exploration began with the launch of the first artificial satellite. 

What does “launch” mean? What word can be used to replace “artificial”? 

What about the word “man-made”?
Step 4. Present some pictures and explain them to students.
Step 5. Practice. Ask students to fill in the blanks of Part C on Page 7.
Suggested answers:
1. astronaut   2. space  3. space exploration  4. space shuttle  5. rockets 

6. launched   7. space station  8. space walk  9. spacesuit
Step 6. Ask students to go over “The Sun’s Family” they learned in junior middle schools.
The scientist is showing the students a picture of solar system.
Ask students to write the number of each planet in the correct box.
Suggested answers:
5. Jupiter  1. Mercury  4. Mars  8. Neptune  9. Pluto  2. Venus  6. Saturn 7. Uranus
Step 7. Pair work
Ask students to make up a new dialogue about the space exploration in China.
And then act it out in pairs.
Step 8.Language points.
1. launch  vt.“发射”, “下水”
Another man-made satellite was launched last week.
The ship called “Titanic” was launched in 1912.
2. unmanned“无人的”, “无人操纵的”, “自动的”。反义词为manned
3. so far“到目前为止”, 作状语, 常用于现在完成时。
This is the best film I have so far seen.
So far(Till now)I have learned 2ooo words.
4. dream  名词或动词
He dreamed a sweet dream.
I dream of becoming a scientist in the future.
5.carry out “实施”, “执行”, “进行”
It is impossible for the plan to be carried out.
They are carrying out an experiment now.
The police are carrying out an investigation.
6. come true /realize “ 实现” 前者为不及物动词短语，后者为及物动词。
My dream came true at last.
The country is trying their best to realize the four modernizations.
7. sometime（过去或将来的）“某时”
sometimes “有时”
some time “一段时间”
—When did your father come back?    —Sometime last week.
I stayed in Beijing for some time, then I left.
Sometimes they play football.
8.take off “脱下”, “起飞”
9.pick up“接受”, “捡起”, “买”, “（顺便用车）来接”, “（无师自通地）学会”
He picked up an old car in the market yesterday.
The children can pick up the programs at home with a two-way radio.
When he was in the United States, he picked up English.
Step 9. Homework
Preview “Grammar and usage”.

Period Five Reading

Teaching objectives:

1. To help Ss know the way of writing a newspaper article

2. To develop students’ ability of reading a newspaper article
3. To master some useful words and expressions
Important and difficult points:

The way of writing a newspaper article and the way of reading it

Teaching procedures:

Step 1. Leading-in
Get students to think about the following questions:

1. Do you really believe in aliens? Why?

2. Show a short video to the students and let them discuss what it is like in their eyes?

Today we will come to a missing boy who was said to be taken away by UFO. Let’s listen to the report and tell whether it is believable or unbelievable.

Step 2. Reading

1. Listen to the tape and finish A

2. Read through the whole text in details and finish C1&2 (scanning)

3. Fill in the blanks for self-evaluation (scanning)

4. Let Ss finish D according to the text and let them ask more if possible (careful reading)

Step 3. Reading strategy

This is a typical news story. 

1. Do you often read newspapers?
2. What kind of news do you like to read, sports news, entertainment news, economic news…?

3. How do you select the news you like to read, by taking a look at its title or by being attracted by its colorful pictures? 

4. Is there anything wrong with the title according to the grammar? (the title is incomplete)

5. What is a complete title? 
6. Why did the writer use an incomplete sentence as its title? (brief)

7. Can you name some other features of a news title? (you can also show more titles found in the newspapers at the same time)

8. How to write and read a news article? 
Step 4  Language points

1. ask Ss to ask what they don’t know?

2. Make a supplement.
Step 5. Homework

1. Read the news article again to make sure that you can use your own words to retell the story

2. Review the new words and phrases in this text.
3. Finish the exercises in the workbook.
4. Choose a piece of English news, using the strategy we learned today to take some notes about its title, when, where, who, how, what, why…

Period Six Task
Teaching objectives: 

1. to teach and instruct students some specific procedures when trying to achieve a goal

2. to make students be aware of the appropriate ways of performing each individual procedure and master the skills 

3. to make sure students have opportunities to combine the skills they have learned with reality

4. to aid students to choose and organize the information they have got and help them complete their products

5. to enhance students’ overall abilities and improve their integrated skills  

Important and difficult points: 

Make students learn how to design a questionnaire, how to conduct an interview, how to analyse statistics and how to write a report which includes conclusions and recommendations based on the survey.

Teaching procedures:

Step 1. Revision 

Revise the Present perfect or present perfect continuous tense.

Step 2. Leading-in  

Get the students to know something about the survey. And first show them the rules about a questionnaire.

Step 3. Skills building 1
Completing a questionnaire and do exercises on Page 12. Teach the students how to design a questionnaire and the exercise on Page 13.
Step 4. Skills building 2 
Make the students how to greet others and make introductions. In Step 2, organize them to conduct an interview using the vocabulary on Page 15.

Step 5. Skills building 3

Analyzing statistics

analyzing statistics to draw conclusions.

Analyzing statistics to make recommendations.

Then ask the students to write a report according to the statistic information.

Step 6. Project

Telling a mysterious story and writing a story about the one of the mysteries.

Step 7. Homework

Finish all the homework in Unit 1. 
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