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Unit 1 Living with technology

Part One Welcome to this unit

· Teaching aims:

1. to talk about electric and electronic devices we usually use.

2. to talk about the effect technological development has on our everyday life.

· Procedures

Step I. Lead in and present the new teaching material.

  Ask students the following questions:

  1.Do you like watching TV in your spare time? Why?

  2.What kind of music players do you often use?

  3.Have you ever used electronic dictionaries? What kind of dictionary do people usually use?

  4.Which is more convenient in communicating with others, telephones or mobile phones? Why? 

Step II. Ask students to look at the four pictures and read the sentences below each picture. Then ask them to compare the changes and differences about each device between the present and the past.

1.TV sets:

 2.Recording devices:

3.Dictionaries:

 4.Telephones:

Step IV. Discuss the following questions.

  1.How important are watching TV and listening to music to you?

  2.How have different electronic devices changed over time?

  3.How have these inventions improved people’s lives?

Part Two Reading

·  Teaching aims:

1.To learn some new words,important phrases in this text. 

2.To read the text “TV and audio devices:areview” and understand its contents. 

3.To learn about technological advancement and the changes of TV and audio devices.

▲ Procedures

Step I. Learn some new words and phrases about Reading.

四会词汇：review, wireless, long-distance, broadcast, broadcasting, uncertain, altogether, black-and-white, age, superior, consumer, signal, stop-top, web, questionnaire, recording, record player, wind, play, record ,recorder, electric, patent, apply, cassette, portable, pocket-sized, disc, mini, demand, discman, Minidisc, degree, corperation, spring, personally, delight, variety, evolution, birthplace, assume, convenience.
认读词汇：audio, device, audio device, tranmission, household, transistor, current, compact, compact disc, launch.
词组或短语: in colour, cable TV, be superior to, Web TV, come onto the market, electric current, wind up, sping up, a variety of
Step II. Listen to the tape and read it fast. 

After listening and fast reading, answer the following questions .

1.When did regular public TV broadcasting begin around the world?

2.What is WebTV?

3.What was invented in 1954?

Step III. Reading comprehending 

Read the whole text carefully again for more details.

1.After reading the whole text carefully,judge the following sentences True or False. (C1)

(1)Thomas Edison made the first recording of a human voice.             

(2)Until 1972, most people used black-and-white TV.                   

(3)Satellite TV is delivered with greater clarity than digital TV.            

(4)The first record player was invented before 1877.                     

(5)Transistor technology was first used to receive radio programmes,and then to develop cassette recorders.                               

(6)CDs were invented about ten years before the MD player was invented. 

(7)MP3 technology began in Germany in 1987.                         

2.Fill the following form with what happened in history in each year.(C2)

	1877
	First recording of a human voice was made.

	1925
	

	1948
	

	1951
	

	1954
	

	1958
	

	1962
	

	1982
	

	1987
	

	1989
	

	1992
	

	1996
	


StepIV Language points.
1.Important words in this text

review, wireless, broadcast, superior, consumer, singal, wind(v. wound, wound),electric, patent, apply, portable, demand, degree, corperation, spring(v. sprang, sprung),

2.Useful phrases in the text

(1)be superior to= be better than, beyond

  This new type of computer is obviously superior to the old types.

  This technology is superior to the previous they used to use.

(2)come onto the market=place sth into the market, begin to sell sth in the market    

  Before coming onto the market, the new products were redesigned. 

(3)wind up =turn or wrap around the centre constantly to make sth more powerful  

  Don’t forget to wind up your alarm clock, or it won’t wake you up tomorrow morning. 

(4)spring up=jump up

  When he moved away the stone, large numbers of ants sprang up.

3.Key sentences in this text

(1) Because of this ,it is still uncertain who invented TV.

=Because of this, people haven’t yet found out who invented TV.

=Because of this, who is still not sure to have invented TV.

 It is certain/uncertain +clause…表示“人们(不)能确定……,……(不)是确定的”,相当于someone be(not) sure to do sth.又如：

  It is still certain that she will go to your birthday party tomorrow. 

  =She is sure to go to your birthday party tomorrow.

(2)International standards for digital TV were established in 1989 and within five years, concumers in the USA had access to 200 channels.

数字电视的国际标准于1989年制定，而在五年时间内，美国的数字电视用户就接收到200个频道。

have/get (an) access to…表示“进入……，使用……”。例如：

Today, people can have access to microwave ovens to cook.

The Africans in some countries don’t have an access to enough water.

(3)Development of MP3 technology started in 1987 in Germany and since the beginning of 1999,the popularity of MP3 players has increased to such a degree that major corporations are taking over the portable music players market with MP3 players.

MP3技术的发展是从1987年的德国开始的，从1999年初，MP3已经如此普及以致于大多数公司用MP3播放器来取代手提式的音乐播放器市场。

to a (high)degree表示“非常，相当，有些”，还可以用 to a certain degree表示“达到某种程度”。例如：

The girl was stubborn to a degree so that they thought she was a silly.

The problem of pollution has been serious to a certain degree.

Step V Language practice
1.Learn new words and useful phrases

personally,delight,variety,evolution,birthplace,assume,convenience,a variety of,up to someone

2.Match the words and expressions on the left with their meanings on the right.(D)

(1) review (title)   _______       a.able to be carried

(2) uncertain (line 7) _______      b. asking for something firmly

(3) superior (line 19) _______      c.a written list of questions for finding out 

information or opinions

(4) questionnaires (line 27) _______ d.not sure, feeling doubt about something

(5) wound up (line 32)______      e.a report on something that shows a sequence of events

(6) patent (line 40) ______        f.a paper that proves you are the only person or company able to produce a certain product

(7) portable (line 42) ______       g. made to move around itself orsomething else

(8) demanding (line 49)_____      h. better 

3.Fll in the following passage with the given words or numbers (E) (The passage is omitted)

4.Discuss the following questions with the language knowledge and information in the text.

(1) If you could own only one electronic device, what would you choose? Why?

(2) More and more people are using computers for information and entertainment.

Do you think we will still need books and TVs in the future? Why or why not?

(3) What are some possible disadvantages of having a lot of technology in our lives?

Part Three Word power

· Teaching aims:

1.To review and enlarge students’ vocabulary about electrical and electronic goods.

2.To talk about how useful electrical and electronic goods are in our everyday lives.

3.To improve students’ abilities of oral expressions. 

▲ Procedures

Step I.Read the passage in Part A and write down the electrical and electronic goods. 

 Ask some students to show the electrical and electronic goods they write down while reading.

	audio devices
	CD player,MD player,MP3 player,vedio function

	cameras
	vedio camera,digital camera

	computer
	educational software,electronic dictionaries,electronic translator

	phones:
	cellphone,mobile phone


Step II. Look at the pictures in Part B andknow about the functions of each household appliances.  

	 
	A freezer in it can keep the temperature in them very low.

	Microwave oven
	People can use it to cook meat,vegatable and food and reheat them.

	Electric cookers
	People use it to cook easily and cleanly.

	Washing machines
	It can make washing clothes easier and more relaxing.

	Electric woks
	It has a Teflon coat inside and keep it clean.

	Vacuum cleaners
	People use it to clean flat floor and carpets without any damages.


Step III.Read the passage in Part C and then fill in the blanks with suitable expressions about electrica and electronic goods from Parts A&B. (Omitted)

 Check the students’ accomplishments.

Step IV. Discuss the following questions about electrical appliances in groups.

1.What kinds of electrical appliances do your family have?

2.Which electrical appliance do you think the most useful?

 Check the students’ answers to each question in each group.

3.Make a list of electrical appliances people usually use in their everyday lives.

 The list of electrical appliances people usually use.

	 
	For entertainment
	For the household

	tape-recorder

movie projector

epidiascope(投影仪)

loud-speaker


	walkman

recorder

radio

CD/MD player

Video function

Family cinema

TV set

Microphone

Electrical toys

Eletrical intruments
	eletric fan

air-condition

electric fridge/freezer

electric light

electric cooker

washing machine

telephone

electric heater

electric stove

vacuum cleaner


StepV.Discuss the following questions about electronic products in groups. 

1.What kinds of electronic products do often you use in your everyday life?

2.Which electronic products do you think the most useful?

Check the students’ answers to each question in each group.

	For study or teaching
	For entertainment
	For the household

	electronic reader

eletronic dictionary

electronic translator

educational softwares

electronic calculator
	MP3 player

Mp4 player

digital camera

digital vedio

eletronic watch/clock

earphone

ear-microphone

eletronic sports machine

electronic scaner

cell/mobile phone
	computer

monitor

mouse

keyboard

typewriter

printer

scanner

CD/DVD-Rom 

audio-box  

Internet modem


3.Make a list of electronic goods people usually use in their everyday lives.

Step VI.Complete the following table with as many as you can think of,placing the items in order of importance of them you think.Them compare your list with your partner.(Omitted)
Part Four Grammar and usage

· Teaching aims:

1. To learn formations and usage of English prepositions.

2. To learn some prepositional phrases and their usage.

3.To improve students’ skill of oral and written expression. 

▲ Procedureszhangbaoshun
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Stop I.Learn new words and phrases about Grammar. 

四会词汇：merely,model,accompany,ownership,anyhow,ample,selection, capable, tiny, brand familiar,budget.

词组或短语：in that case,stand for,be capable of,up to date,up to somebody,be familiar with.
Step II.Review learn the usage of prepositions we have learned in class.

1.expressing times:

in,on,at,during,over,about,around,since,till,until,before,after,in,within,past,between, from,to 

2.expressing places and locations :  in, on, at, about, above, after, around, round, beside, inside, outside, between, among, over, below, before, in front of, behind, under, by, within

3.expressing directions:

up, down, upon, into, onto, off, out of, against, from, to, towards, through, over, beyond

4.expressing methods or means:

 in, with, by, by means of, through, according to, without, instead of, other than, like, such as

5.expressing reasons or causes:

 for, because of,as a result of,thanks to,owing to,due to,but for,with,without

6.expressing conditions:

in case of,with,without, despite,in spite of

Step III.Learn formations of English prepositions:

  英语介词常见的几种构成形式：

	分          类
	典         型          例            词

	根据构成分类
	简单介词
	in,on,at,by,for,over ,of,about,round,near,after,until,till,since,like,as,to,under

	
	复合介词
	into,onto,upon,towards,inside,outside,without,within,throughout

	
	派生介词
	among,around,along,across,beyond,before,below,behind,between,besides

	
	分词介词
	including,involiving,concerning,regarding

	
	短    语

介    词
	According to, because of,in spite of,in case of,as a result of,instead of,in front of,in/at the beginning of,all over,close to,next to


Step IV. Introduce and learn usage of English prepositions in practice:

一.介词的搭配：

介词后面可以跟名词、代词、动名词、名词从句等作其宾语，也可以放在动词、名词、形容词等之后构成习惯词组或搭配。

	搭 配 形 式
	典  型  例    句    或   短   语

	介词+名词
	1.There are still some red apples on the tall tree.

2.The scientist discovered a new kind of bird in an Indian mountain.

	介词+代词
	1.She was surprised to see the manager just in front of her.

2.The children are able to wear clothes by themselves.

	介词+动名词
	1.After finishing her homework,Alice began to watch TV.

2.The boy finally found the information by surfing the Internet.

	介词+名词从句
	1.I quite agree with what you said just now.

2.The young man doesn’t look like what he used to be ten years ago.

	动词+介词
	hear from,know about,look for,think of,talk with,agree on,dip into,go through,depend upon等

	形容词+介词
	interested in,surprised at,excited about,busy with,addicted to,frightened of， hard on,based upon等

	名词+介词/介词+名词 
	interest in,reason for,worry about等；

for fun,with pleasure, under repair,beyond one’s ability,out of work等


二.介词的典型用法：

   介词或短语介词名词、代词、动名词、名词从句等共同构成介词短语，在句子中充当除了主语和谓语以外的任何成分，包括定语、表语、状语和宾语补足语等。

	在句子中的作用
	典            型          例          句

	定        语
	1.Ann doesn’t know the man with dark glasses at the school gate.

2.The Can you tell us anything about their travel plan?

	表        语
	1.The situation in the country is completely out of control now.

2.The problem of pollution remains like a heavy load to the government.

	状        语
	1.To their satisfaction,their team defeated all the other teams finally.

2.The villagers returned home,with nothing in their hands.

3.Mr White often works late into the night in his office.

	宾 语 补 足 语
	1.They found the old couple still in the small village.

2.The long fence can keep wild wolves out of the farm. 


三.介词的省略：英语中在某些场合中，尤其在口语或非正式场合中，一些介词可以被省略。

	介 词 省 略 
	  典         型        例        句

	省

略

的

原

因
	名词前有last,next,等修饰时，介词in,on,at通常被省略；
	1.We shall have a sports meeting next week.

2.They met in the exhibition and became good friends last year.

	
	名词前有指示代词this,that等修饰,介词in,on,at通常被省略；
	1.In fact,Mr Green didn’t leave the farm that day.

2.The family went to visit the famous museum this summer.

	
	名词前有every,each,one,any,some,all等修饰,介词in,on,at通常被省略；
	1.One morning,a young man came to Mrs Johnson’s house.

2.All the students return to school every September.

	
	表示一段时间、次数、倍数及第几次前面的介词for可以被省略；
	1.They waited there one or two hours but no one came to meet them.

2.The Blacks visited the Great Wall the first time.

	
	固定句式中have…difficulty/trouble in doing,have fun in doing,spend/waste sth in doing等中的介词in可以被省略。
	1.The expert had no difficulty solving that problem.

2.When summer comes,children often have fun swimming or boating on the lake.

3.You should spend all your time working hard to improve your English.


Step V.Use what we have learned about English prepositions to finish the following exercises:

 Practice 1.Fill in the blanks with the phrases given(Page 9) and check the students’ answers.

Practice 2.Translate the following sentences into Chinese with prepositions or prepositional phrases given in brakets.

1.许多人对这种新型机器人会不熟悉。(be familiar with)

2.MP3播放器代表年轻人最喜爱的电子产品。(stand for)

3.我叔叔能够说三种语言。(be capable of)

4.因特网上的信息每天都在更新。(up to date)

5.由你来决定我们何时举办那场竞赛。(up to somebody)

6.明天可能下雪，要是那样的话，我们就推迟运动会。(in that case)

Translation:

1.Many people are still not familiar with this new type of robots. 

2.MP3 players stand for young people’s favorite electronic goods.

3.My uncle is capable of speaking three languages.

4.The information online are always up to date.

5.It is up to you to decide when we will have the competition.

6. It may snow tomorrow.In that case,we will have to put off the sports meeting.
Part Five Task
· Teaching aims:

1. To learn new words and useful expressions

2. To learn how to express the emphase of importance

3. To listen to the tapes about talking about electrical and electronic goods.
4.To learn how to make a telephone.
5.To learn how to write a letter or an e-mail giving advice
6.To improve students’ abilities of speaking,listening and writing through Task.
▲ Procedures

Step I. Learn some new words and useful phrases about Task.

词汇：all-round, translation, gram, FM radio, weigh, hint, measure, elegantly, shape, text, definition, inbuilt, LCD screen, suitable, clip ,scan, elegant, case, battery, guarantee.

StepⅡ.Skills building1  

Discover useful structures for expressing something important or unimportant while listening.

While listening to a talk or a lecture, you need to select or note down the some expressions in it.

Expressions for emphase on something very important:       

1.Most important/significant                 

2.more importantly

3.a major consideration                     

4.above all

5.in particular              

6.pay attention to          

7.really/

Expressions for emphase on something not so important:

1.I’m less worried about                 

2.it doesn’t matter so much if/whether

3.less/not so/as important                

4.less/not so significant

Step III.Listening 

Listen to the tapes about talking about electrical and electronic goods in Parts A&B(Page 10 &11).

Take notes of important imformation while listening to the tape.

After listening to the tape in Parts A&B and taking notes,fill the following forms with important imformation.

Part A  Xiao Wen’s electronic dictionary:Uncle’s requirements:

Weight and size:_____________________    Cost:______________________________             

Translation:_________________________    Pronunciation:_______________________              

Extra function:_______________________        

  Check the students’ accomplishment.                                                              

Part B  Two electronic dictionaries:

Mark 204D:                                    Stylus Pen III:

Language:________________________________      Language:_____________________

Word capacity:____________________________      Appearance:____________________

Weight:__________________________________      Word capacity:__________________

Cost:____________________________________      Weight:________________________

Extra functions:____________________________      Cost:_________________________

Extra features:_____________________________      Extra functions:________________

                                               Extra feature:___________________

Check the students’ notes.

Step IV.Talking and speaking

Read the advertisements about two electronic dictionaries in Part C and complete the charts above.

Compare Mark 204D with Stylus Pen III and combine them with your uncle’s requirements in Part A.Which do you think is most suitable for your uncle? Give your reason for your choice by combining your notes in Part B.

    Ask some students to show their choices and explain the reason why they make such a choice.

Step V. Skills building 2 Making a telephone call.

When we make a telephone call,we usually want to obtain enough information,but if you call in an improper way,the opposite may refuse to tell information you need.

Then how can we make a good telephone call to get enough information? Remember the following:

1.be polite——it is very important and necessary to make a good call.

2.be clear and to the point——don’t bring in unnecessary information or general conver- sation.

3.make sure you understand what you hear,and ask for clarification if you don’t understand something.

Useful expressions about making a good telephone call.

※Beginning (Asking) 

Hello,is that sb speaking?    Hello,may/might I speak to sb?   Hello,is that sb’s home/office?

(Answering/replying) 

Yes,speaking!

Sorry,sb is not in/out/away.May I take a message for him/her?  

Sorry,you’re dialling a wrong number.

※How to obtain information:

Good morning/afternoon/evening!Iwould like to enquire about/know…

Good morning/afternoon/evening!Could you please give me some information about….

Hello!Could you tell me…?

※If you don’t understand some infortation:

  Could you repeat that?               I beg your pardon,sir/madam/miss?

Does that mean…?                  So that means…?

In other words,…is that right?

※Ending:

  Thank you very much!Good-bye!        Thanks a lot.Good-bye!

Step VI. Writing a letter or an e-mail giving others’ advice.

The following shows a formal letter formation: A letter from Zhang Ming to Mr Smith

[image: image1.png]                Zhang Ming

                           207Jianin Road ,Nanjing                                                    

                            Jiangsu Province,210034

                              People's Republic of China

                                          April 20, 2005

Mr Smith,

How are you? I still remember the day when we met on the Great Wall last month.I’m very 

glad to make friends with you.Now I have something to bother you.I’m not sure about two 

things.Could you kindly give me a reply?

 The first one is :what are the differences between Mrs and Madame and in what situ-

ations we can use them?The other is about the culture in your country.I know that the 

British like drinking tea,but why and when do you drink it every day.

   I will be deeply grateful if you can answer my questions.

      Best wishes,

                                                     Yours (Sincerely/Truly),

                                                        Zhang Ming

The following shows how to write a standard envelop of a letter in English.

                                               

  Zhang Ming 
207 Jiannin Road, Nanjing

Jangsu Province,210034

People's Republic of China

                     Mr John Smith

                                218 Green Street, Manchester 2

                    England/U.K.
  While writing a letter/an e-mail to give someone some advice,we need to remember the following wo things:

   1.Express your advice politely so that the receiver would like to take or follow your advice by using words such as advise,suggest,recommend.

   I would advise you to do…

   I would suggest/advise that you should…

   I think you’d better do…

   I feel like doing

   I think/believe it is better/best for you to do…

   I would recommend …

   2.It is more polite to use the modal verbs such as would,could,may,might instead of should.To show our politeness,we can use the following words or expressions:

   Personally   in my opinion    it seems to me that…

In fact,people usually write an informal letter(e-mail) to communicate with close friends or relatives.

A letter/an e-mail to give some helpful advice.
	                                                     November 25, 2006

Dear Yonggang,

I’m sorry to hear that you often keep awake all through the night,which has had some bad effects on your life and work.I think it is very important and necessary for us to have enough sleep during the night.

In order to have a deep/good sleep at night,I think there are some things you can do.First, I advise you not to have too much pressure in mind about your work.Second,you might have more sports or exercises during the day.Next.you could relax yourself before going to bed.You’d better listen to some light music but not loud or exciting musicI suggest you not stay up too late!It is best/better for you to go to bed regularly every day.

    Good luck and best wishes,

                                                              Yours sincerely,

Gao Jian


Part Six  Project

· Teaching aims:

1. To learn new words and phrases about Project.

2. To read the article Are Mobile Phones Safe? And understand it correctly.

3.To find out what mobile phones’ advantages and disadvantages are.

4.To discuss mobile phones’ advantages and disadvantages and make a listof pros and cons.

5.To write a passage of discussion about pros and cons.

▲ Procedures

Step I. Learn some new words and phrases about Project.

四会词汇：finding,advancement, terminal, necessarily, caution,actual, expose, equal, link, valid, thoery,telecommunication,profit,thus,unwilling,parallel,cigarette,acknowledge,faith,honest,confer- ence,worrying,pricing.
认读词汇：tumour,definite, conclusively,DNA,associate.
词组和短语：be based on, not necessarily, be associated with,have faith in,for the time being.
Step II.Discuss the following questions about mobile phones in groups.

1.What are mobile phones’ advantages? And make a list of mobile phones’ advantages.

2.What are mobile phones’ disadvantages? And make a list of mobile phones’ disadvantages.

Check the students’ answers 

Step III. Listen to the tape and then read through the passage.Then answer the following questions.

 1.What does this passage mainly talk about?

(It is mainly about bad effects of mobile phones’ radiation on people’s health )

 2.How does the writer talks about his opinion in this passage?

 3.What bad effects do mobile phones have on people’s health?

  Check the sutdents’ answer.

Step IV. Language points.

1.Important words in this passage.

finding,advancement,terminal,necessarily,caution,actual,expose, equal,link,valid, thoery, telecom- munication,profit,thus,unwilling,parallel,cigarette,acknowledge,faith,honest,conference,worrying,pricing.

2.Useful phrases in the text

(1)be based on/upon sth根据……，以……为依据/基础

 His conclusion was based on the experiment they had conducted.

(2)not necessarily没有必要……，不一定就……，未必就……

Even if he has made you a promise,he not necessarily keeps his word.

(3)be associated with sth=be connected with sth 与……有关，与……有联系

Scientists think this strange phenomenon may be associated with the moon’s gravity. 

(4)have faith in=believe in/trust 相信……，对……信任

If you break your promise,we will never have faith in you any more.

(5)for the time being=temporarily,presently 目前，暂时 

Perhaps they have so many difficulties in their life only for the time being.

(6)previous to =before/ahead of  在……之前， 

 Previous to this novel,the writer has created several novels and plays.

Step V. Discuss the following questions.

Electronic devices are widely used these days. They save a lot of time and energy, but are there disadvantages in terms of health and society as well? You are going to write a list of the advantages and disadvantages of electronic devices. These questions will help you with your project.

  1 Do you think mobile phones are a danger to your health? Why or why not?

  2 What other types of electronic devices do you want to focus on in your project?

  3 Apart from health, what are the other disadvantages of using these electronic devices?

  4 What are the advantages of using them?

  5 Where can you find information (the Internet, doctors, etc.)?

  6 How will you present your list of advantages and disadvantages?

  7 Who is going to write up the list?

  8 Who is going to present your findings to the class?

  Ask some students to answer these questions and check their answers.

Step VI.Project  Combine the information with the previous discussion and make a list of mobile phones’ advantages and disadvantages.

	mobile   phones’   advantages
	mobile   phones’   disadvantages

	Light and small size;

Nice-looking shape;

Convenient,elegant and fashionable ;

call anyone anytime and anywhere;

many extra functions and features(send text messages,surf the Internet,play games,enjoy music,calculation etc.).
	High price;

expensive cost;

easily be disturbed by unnecessary calls or messages;

radiation may have bad effects on people’s health;




Write an argumentive passage based on the list above and give your own opinion.

One possible version

    In recent years,mobile phones have become very popular with more and more people,especially young people in China.There are many advantages and disadvantages about mobile phones as well.

Compared with traditional telephones,mobile phones are usually in light and small size.They have nice-looking shape.Besides,it is very convenient for people to communicate with others by using mobile phones.We can call anyone we want to anytime and anywhere.Many young people think it elegant and fashionable to use mobile phones.Apart from making calls,we can also use them to send text messages ,surf the Internet,play games,enjoy music,do the calculating work.

However,everything has two sides.First,the prices of mobile phones are still very high though they are coming down.The cost of calls you make is much more.What’s more,we may be easily disturbed by the unnecessary calls and unnecessary text messages.Even worse, the strong radiation mobile phones gives off has bad effects on our health.Those who use mobile phones too frequently may suffer from tumours or even cancers.So we must use our mobile phones in proper ways.
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